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Mook-heath was neutralised by a mutiny of the Spanish
forces. They clamoured for arrears, chose an Eletto,
or dictator, pillaged and rode riot far and near; and,
formiBgan independent army of free lances, they defied
Eequesens and seized on Antwerp until their demands
werelatisfied at the cost of the city. These mutinies,
and the orgies of outrage and extortion to which they
led, undid the work of their arms, and drgye the
Netherlander of the Southern Provinces into union
more "effectively than did the heroism of the men of
Holland and the fervid appeals of the Prince.

Paralysed by bankruptcy, anarchy, and mutiny, the
Grand Commander was driven to hope something from
negotiation, which he first intended as a ruse. There
now begins a long series of abortive attempts towards
a compromise, which revealed the exhaustion of Spain;
whilst, owing to the license of the mutinous troops, the
union amongst the provinces was consolidated or renewed.
And thus, in the end, the overthrow of the young Counts
of Nassau and the last army that could be raised from
without, was compensated by a closer combination
within, and deeper hatred of the Spanish oppressor.

The war was no longer a monotony of massacre for
the patriot forces. The repulse of Don Frederic from
Alkmaar had been followed up by the defeat of Count
Bossu, the Spanish captain in the Zuider Zee. Mon-
dragon was now in desperate straits in Middelburg; and
the gallant Boisot, in a furious sea fight under the eyes
of the Grand Commander, destroyed the Spanish ships
which were sent to his rescue. The capitulation of the
fiery Hondragon and the capture of Middelburg marked
the epoch when the Spaniard was forced to recognise the